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È California has the highest reported adolescent 
pregnancy rate

È For girls ages 15-19  78% of pregnancies and 
66% of births are unintended



È Two of every 3 babies are born to Latina 
teens.

È $102 million is spent on abstinence-only 
education programs

Information gathered from: Maternity before Maturity Teen birth 
rates in California   By Hans P. Johnson 



96% of births in the zip code are to 

Hispanic/Latina women

(healthycity.org)



16.3% of births in the 90033 zip code are to girls 

under 20 years of age

(healthycity.org)



Bring comprehensive sex education to the

Ramona Gardens and Hazard Park area 



ÁAbstinence only education 
doesnõt work



È American Academy of Pediatrics denounced 
abstinence-only education

È Abstinence is the healthiest and safest choice a 
teen can make, but is not the only choice- they 
must be given all the facts

òDoctors denounce abstinence-only educationó; Associated Press, updated 8:53 a.m. PT, Tues., July 
5, 2005

òShould Abstinence Be The Only Sex Education For Teenagers?ó; Medical News Today, January 7, 
2006



È Abstinence only education is not effective

Á It has proven to increase pregnancy and sexually 
transmitted illnesses among teens 

Á little scientific evidence proves that it works

ÁAn analysis of abstinence-based curriculum showed 
false information and unproved claims in textbooks 
and taught in classrooms

ĞIncluding incorrect facts about pregnancy, 
abortions, homosexuality, gender roles and 
sexually transmitted illnesses

Connolly, Ceci òSome Abstinence Programs Mislead Teensó, Washington Post, December 2, 2004; 
Page A01



È Comprehensive sex education is effective

ÁEncourages and fosters open conversations in  
classroom

ÁNo evidence suggests that comprehensive sex 
education leads to increase sexual activity amongst 
teens

ĞInstead, these programs increase abstinence, delay 
first sexual encounters, and decrease unprotected 
sex

American Psychological Association, February 23, 2005



È Community support, mobilization and youth 
outreach is imperative for change

È Comprehensive sex education brought to the 
classroom or community centers would have 
huge benefits



È June 23 at 6 pm at the Ramona Gardens Gym

ÁWatch an interview with teens

ÁSnacks

ÁGoody bags


